
 

Shade: groundcovers  

for NO DEER areas 

Plant 
Name 

Height & 
Spread 

Evergreen or 
Deciduous 

Description Photo 

Creeping 
Jenny 
Lysimachia 
 
*for part 
shade areas  

2-4 inches tall 
1-2 feet spread 
but can spread 
indefinitely 

Evergreen Low-growing 
perennial with 
round to heart-
shaped leaves. 
Foliage may be 
green or golden 
yellow, depending 
on type. Golden 
yellow flowers in 
mid-summer. 
 
Somewhat 
invasive. Can be 
hard to stop in 
wet areas. 
 

 
Yerba 
Buena 
Satureja 
douglasii 
 
*for part 
shade areas 

2-6 inches tall 
4-6 feet spread 

Evergreen California native. 
Creeping, flat 
perennial with 
green and 
deliciously minty. 
Tiny white flowers 
in spring. Low 
water needs, but 
looks best with 
summer watering. 
Has medicinal 
properties.   

 
Periwinkle 
Vinca minor 
 
*for part 
shade or full 
shade areas 

3-6 inches tall 
Spreads 
indefinitely 

Evergreen  Trailing stems of 
smooth, dark 
green leaves. 
Blue-lavender 
flowers in spring 
and early summer. 
 
Considered 
invasive. Spreads 
wherever there is 
water. Can be 
hard to stop.  
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Wild Ginger 
Asarum 
caudatum 
 
*for part 
shade or full 
shade areas 

4-6 inches tall 
1-2 feet spread 

Evergreen California native. 
Green, heart-
shaped leaves 
release a spicy, 
ginger-and-citrus 
fragrance when 
crushed. Other-
worldly, purplish 
brown cupped 
flowers in early 
summer. Roots 
are used for 
medicinal 
purposes. 

 
Wild Beach 
Strawberry 
Fragaria 
chiloensis 
 
*for part 
shade areas 

3-6 inches tall 
2-3 feet spread 
but can spread 
indefinitely 

Evergreen  Shiny, slightly 
lobed dark green 
leaves. White 
flowers beginning 
in Marchth 
followed by 
edible, bright red 
fruits.  
 
Somewhat 
invasive. Can be 
hard to stop in 
wet areas. 
 
  

Spotted 
Dead Nettle 
Lamium 
‘Beacon 
Silver’ 
 
*for part 
shade areas 

6-8 inches tall 
1-2 feet spread 
but can spread 
indefinitely 

Semi-evergreen Heart-shaped, 
ilvery-white leaves 
with green edges 
form a lush 
groundcover. 
Small, pale pink 
flowers starting in 
mid-spring.  
 
Somewhat 
invasive. Can be 
hard to stop in 
wet areas. 
  

 


