
 

Full sun shrubs for NO DEER areas 

Plant 
Name 

Height & 
Spread 

Evergreen or 
Deciduous 

Description Photo 

Rosemary 
Rosmarinus 
offficinalis 

Creeping: 1 foot 
tall, 6 feet 
spread 
 
Upright: 3-4 feet 
tall and wide 

Evergreen Fragrant foliage. 
Purple winter 
flowers. Culinary 
uses. Creeping 
makes good 
groundcover. 
Upright makes 
good hedge.  
 
 

 
Spirea 
Spiraea 
japonica 

2-4 feet tall 
2-4 feet spread 

Deciduous Leaves may be 
green or 
yellow/orange 
depending on 
variety. Flat pink 
flowers in 
summer. Showy 
fall color.  
 
 

 
Dwarf 
Yaupon Holly 
Ilex vomitoria 
‘Nana’ 

3-5 feet tall 
3-5 feet spread 

Evergreen Slow-growing. 
Green, holly 
foliage. Greenish-
white, 
insignificant 
flowers in 
summer. Rounded 
shape.  
 
 

 



Barberry 
Berberis 

2-6 feet tall 
3-5 feet spread 

Most are 
deciduous 

Favorite varieties 
have showy red or 
purple leaves. 
Small yellow 
flowers in early 
summer, red 
berries in fall. 
 
Most popular 
varieties: Crimson 
Pygmy, Rose 
Glow, Red Rocket, 
Red Japanese 
 
  

Noell’s 
Grevillea 
Grevillea 

3-4 feet tall 
3-4 feet spread 

Evergreen Prickly pine-like 
foliage. Red-pink 
flowers in early 
spring.  
 
 

 
Boxwood 
Buxus 

3-5 feet tall 
3-5 feet spread 

Evergreen Slow-growing. 
Glossy green (or 
yellow variegated) 
foliage turns 
bronze during cold 
of winter. 
Insignificant white 
flowers in spring. 
Popular as hedge 
or topiary. 
 
 

 
Flowering 
Quince 
Chaenomeles 

3-6 feet tall 
3-6 feet wide 

Deciduous Very showy 
flowers in early 
spring. Red or 
white-pink 
flowers. May bear 
small quince fruits 
with age.  

 



Myrtle 
Myrtus 
communis 

3-6 feet tall (or 
more with time) 
2-5 feet spread 

Evergreen Slow-growing. 
Fragrant green 
foliage, small 
white flowers in 
early summer. 
Leaves may be 
green or yellow 
variegated. Blue 
berries in fall. 
Makes good 
hedge. 
 
 

 

Rose Bush 
Rosa  

4-6 feet tall 
4-6 feet wide 

Deciduous Bush or hedge can 
be pruned to 
control shape and 
size. Large showy 
flowers in summer 
can be just about 
any color, and 
often fragrant. 
Long-blooming. 
Good cut flower. 

 
Lynwood 
Gold 
Forsythia 
Forsythia 
‘Lynwood 
Gold’ 

6-8 feet tall 
8-10 feet wide 
 
*there are also 
dwarf varieties 
that grow to 
around 5 feet 
tall and wide 

Deciduous Amazing display of 
golden yellow 
flowers in early 
spring. One of the 
first shrubs to 
flower at the end 
of winter. Flowers 
are followed by 
green leaves that 
turn purple-red 
for fall. 

 
Dwarf 
Burning Bush 
Euonymus 
alatus 
‘Compactus’ 

6-8  feet tall 
8-10 feet wide 
 
*non-dwarf 
variety gets 15-
20 feet tall and 
wide 

Deciduous Mounded form of 
rich green leaves 
spring through 
summer.  Amazing 
display of scarlet 
red color in fall.  

 



Holly 
Osmanthus 
Osmanthus 
heterophyllus 

8-10 feet tall 
8-10 feet spread 

Evergreen Green holly-like 
foliage. Fragrant 
white flowers in 
late summer.  
 
 

 
Oleander 
Nerium 

8-12 feet tall 
8-12 feet spread 
 
*dwarf varieties 
grow 2-4 feet 
tall/wide 

Evergreen Long-blooming 
flowers from early 
summer until a 
frost. Flowers red, 
pink or white 
(white grows 
fastest and 
largest). Toxic 
when ingested.  
 
 

 
Snowball 
Bush 
Viburnum 

8-12 feet tall 
10-15 feet 
spread 
 
*there are also 
dwarf varieties 
as small as 2-3 
feet tall/wide 

Deciduous Large dense bush 
with green leaves. 
Large globes of 
flowers emerge 
green, mature to 
white, fade to 
pink.  Showy fall 
color usually gold 
with reds & 
purples. 

 
Lilac 
Syringa 
vulgaris 

10-15 feet tall 
10-12 feet wide 
 
*there are also 
dwarf varieties 
as small as 3-6 
feet tall/wide 

Deciduous Green leaves and 
showy, very 
fragrant flower 
spikes in spring. 
Flowers may be 
purple, white, or 
pink depending on 
variety. Good cut 
flower. 

 



Smoke Bush 
Cotinus 
coggygria 
 

10-15 feet tall 
10-12 feet wide 

Deciduous Large shrub with 
attractive purple 
foliage spring to 
fall. Pinkish-purple 
feathery flowers 
resemble puffs of 
smoke. Blooms in 
summer.  

 
Pineapple 
Guava 
Feijoa 
sellowiana 

12-15 feet tall 
12-15 feet wide 

Evergreen Grey-green leaves 
similar to olive 
leaf. Red and 
white (edible) 
flowers in early 
summer. Edible 
fruit in December.  
 
 

 
Red Tip 
Photinia 
Photinia 
fraseri 

10-15 feet tall 
10-15 feet wide 

Evergreen Large shrub that 
can be trained as 
bush, hedge, or 
tree. New growth 
emerges bright 
red, matures to 
dark green. Puffs 
of white flowers in 
spring.  

 
 


